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AbOUt LOCOB|Og Location Based Mobile Blogging (www.locoblog.com) g Locomash is a mobile mass observation system to
T allow groups of individuals equipped with mobile
LocoBlog is a mobile phone application The portability and connectivity inherent in mobile phone technology opens up i camera phones and GPS to create real time spatial
and web site which supports location-based the possibility for users to blog on the move. Using a GPS receiver, or positional “":" and temporal photographic mash-ups around
mobile photo blogging. data derived through other means, such as GSM Cell/Area ID, the user can relay . w};ﬁ particular events or places.
iInformation about their whereabouts alongside regular blog information (images, fi":':’“
In order to use LocoBlog, you’ll need a text etc.). This enables them (as well as others if permitted) to track when and M: Mass-Observation was/is a social research
Bluetooth GPS receiver and a compatible where they submitted their blog entries and gives entries greater context. This kind e [ organisation in the 1950’s whose remit was to record
handset. To begin blogging, you Install the of data is useful in providing spatial and temporal information relating to the habits Li”":,“ everyday life in the UK principally through direct
application from the website of the user and the blog provides a narative to this information. If a GPS signal is v observation.
www.locoblog.com, and register present, the location can be accurate to within a few metres. However, if this fails, Screenshots LocoBlog application running
: . L. . . . from LocoBlog v2 on a Nokia 6630 with GPS . .
yourself as a user. the GSM Cell/Area |ID can still give some indication of location through publicly Bluetooth receiver In this area of research we aim to create novel tools
accessible GSM Cell/Area |ID databases. and systems based around mobile phones to enable
everday life and events to be recorded in a richer way
LocoBlog is an application developed in Python for Nokia Series 60 mobile R — than ever before directly by the people involved.
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P R phones. It uses thg modules (Eython extenspns written in C++ to access Symbian - ° ﬂ e NG T T T
d o B OS APIs) that Nokia include with the Python interpreter to access high-level -~ CREREEN LOCOMAS N ™
MOBILE BLOGGING —% ocoBlog is a mobile phone application and web site . . . . . . L
Bloggers | which supports locaion based mobile photo bogging. handset functionality, such as discovering and connecting to Bluetooth devices, V5T
# Vava's Blog [904] - = In order to use LocoBlog, you'll need a Bluetooth GPS . . . . . - T: Eﬁﬂﬁﬁlﬁﬂ w F .
# Paul's Blog fas2 ) ecever a0 s compaie Fandet 1o begin g, communication with a GPS receiver using sockets, access to the phone’s camera, S ray Fair
B — o HTTP connections via GPRS and both high and low level GUI components. L ancaster to The original Wray Scarecrow
e [ W Athens showing
2 Jemny's Blog (<2 e o e The application periodically accesses a GPS receiver’s data stream to access the Lplegcled [pletlie
# Rob B's Blog [40) S Bl pocosetters _ , | , | | which can be o
# creatief010 (3s) seasie. The neversin 08/06.05:35 o on the e latest coordinates (longitude, latitude and altitude) and other information such as . et __ referenced to the People (ol cr. toselect maitiple)
# Robb's Blog [35 — — ¥ — . . . o . . . E:T e s A o R0 Dt - lot +uharcuidbi ' : gfﬁlﬁ
- N . R ﬂ,, number of satellites in view, positional fix etc. It then sends this data along with " satellite image Phones, | ww
IEHprDEElhletDEtDrE : ) ) ) . Phone 8
TS Bl o condon other information such as GSM Cell ID, current time, blog text and images to a Phone 9
-- Uses the Location API 02/06 19:41 Vava's Blog . . . . .
T o SR-179), 30 andsets v B o e remote PHP script which interprets the data and stores it in a MySQL database. The
ki ot o oo [] | _01/08 1322 Wil new bog data can then be processed in a multitude of ways. As an example, the information -
T can then be processed by the freely accessible Google Maps API to map the b s
physical locations that the blogger has visited to the information within the blog. ivipaiindien
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We have now created a new and improved J2ME version along with a more user (

friendly LocoBlog Site. To date  (options
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LocoMash of the Wray Festival

The Mobile Radicals are a freeform collection of dedicated mobile
researchers based principally within the Infolab21 at Lancaster University.
They are experts in the creation of novel mobile entertainment/

radicals commerce systems, mobile games research, web 2.0 and where 2.0
_ | applications, and the theories associated with applied triviality.
www.mobileradicals.com provides for the wider dissemination of their activities.




